MSP
The Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP
Joe.Bloggs.msp@scottish.parliament.uk


Dear ...MSP, 
The 3rd National Planning Framework consultation process is currently being planned. The NPF is an important and influential document which names national developments that will significantly shape Scotland’s future.  We ask you to ensure that we can have a meaningful say in the way this document is formed and what goes into it.

We support Planning Democracy’s Manifesto which states that

In order for the national planning framework to become a symbol of a new culture of active planning democracy we believe there needs to be:
A commitment to ensure that the NPF is a product of a genuine national conversation about priorities for the future
A commitment to explore innovative forms of public engagement such as citizen juries, consensus conferences, or grand debates (as used in France) to promote this conversation, ensuring that Scotland is at the forefront of attempts to foster an active participatory democracy and to explore innovative approaches to policy making.
A commitment to ensure that those likely to be affected by possible national developments are fully included in these deliberations. This mean creating mechanisms through which bottom up challenges can be successfully raised against the designation of national developments, without unduly undermining the value and principle of having a NPF. 


We ask you to ensure that the NPF3 consultation is done in a meaningful and inclusive way and not result in another Hunterston situation where clearly there are strong views about a national development. 20,000 people responded to the application by Ayrshire Power for a coal fired power station. However this strong voice was silenced during the NPF2 process, because the consultation was inadequately advertised and new developments were lobbied for and added in after the main consultation process was completed.

Please listen and respond to the recommendations made in Planning Democracy’s manifesto and policy paper which you can read at http://www.planningdemocracy.org.uk/manifesto/ and ask the Planning Minister to ensure that these happen.

Yours sincerely




