
GCC Resignations 

 

In light of recent decisions taken at various levels of local and Scottish 

government it has become increasingly obvious to us that as statutory 

consultees our representations on behalf of the community are not being 

given due consideration. 

We have become increasingly concerned that the community of Grangemouth 

is seen by decision makers at all levels as nothing more than a collection of 

cooling towers and flare stacks surrounded by a plethora of industrial 

structures. This perception is not helped by regular references by decision 

makers to Grangemouth as an industrial town. There is no denying that 

Grangemouth a community of some 18,000 residents has been and continues 

to be a community that plays host to a variety of industrial operations. 

Historically any downside of this relationship was offset by provision of 

localised work opportunities and funding to a localised system of government 

that was able to return value to the community directly affected by the 

presence of major industry. 

Times have changed both socially and in terms of how communities are 

governed, what we now have is a mobile workforce and a wider distribution of 

the wealth created by the industrial operations operating in Grangemouth. We 

have no problem with the concept of sharing both the work opportunities and 

the wider distribution of wealth that accrues from it, just as long as our 

community is allowed to benefit on an equal basis from other societal changes 

in particular those concerning environmental protection and improvement. 



Our attempts to highlight the concerns of the community with regard to 

environmental protection and improvement are regularly ignored on the basis 

that regulatory authorities are content that they can mitigate potential impacts 

and monitor impacts to ensure that they do not exceed established standards. 

Unfortunately their assurances have been found wanting. 

E.g. regular breaches of the Air Quality Standards; fly infestation at Oran. 

Recent long awaited improvements made by Ineos to reduce the impact of 

their operations on the local air quality will provide no benefit to the 

community given the most recent decision to consent a Biomass fuelled 

generating station at the Port of Grangemouth. There will be those who will 

claim that established standards will not be breached by consenting this 

development however as highlighted previously there is no guarantee. We are 

also aware that further potential developments are proposed for 

Grangemouth that will likely impact negatively on our local environment whilst 

claiming to bring environmental improvement at a national level.  

We are seriously concerned that the health and wellbeing of our community is 

being systematically undermined by an apparent intent to focus industrial 

developments in Grangemouth. We need look no further than the Draft Local 

Plan and the National Planning Framework 3 consultation. Combine these with 

proposed changes to Scottish Planning Policy that states intent to see that;  

“Planning has a positive and proactive role to play in building a dynamic and 

growing economy that offers opportunities to all, while making efficient and 

responsible use of land, environmental and other physical resources and 

infrastructure. The aim is to achieve the right development in the right place, 

rather than development at any cost”. 

We conclude from this that Grangemouth is seen at the highest level as the 

right place for industrial development. As expressed earlier we are not 

confident that if this is the case that our local environment can be protected 

and more preferably improved under the current regulatory regime. 

Across a broad range of issues our representations on behalf of the community 

are dismissed as irrelevant, ignored or not fundable we have therefore 



reluctantly come to the conclusion that as individuals and as a group we can no 

longer continue in our roles as community councillors. 

We would like to thank those individuals and organisations that have over time 

supported our efforts and it would be our hope that they will continue to 

support any subsequent community council formed to represent the views of 

the Grangemouth (incl. Skinflats) Community. 

 

Convener 

Vice Convener 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


