
1. Sitting working at my computer – earth tremor! Weird. Research not common in Fife? 
2. One week later, sat having cup of tea, car ran into side of my house. Ran out, no car. 

Checked, rang Fife Council, local quarry had begun blasting with Fife Council permission. 
This huge blast was a mistake apparently, at nearly double the permitted limit, but how it 
happened is open to debate. 

3. No notice to residents, no information, neighbours asking me about the earthquake. 
4. Rewind 18 months. Stopped on street to sign petition against extension of the life of the 

quarry – not closing in 2015 as planned, extending to 2029. Signed and went home. 
5. So what happened? 
6. The planning application was for time extension, size increase, and the extraction of Hard 

Rock – to you and me – Blasting! 
7. It was notified in the Glenrothes Gazette, the Edinburgh paper, and to three neighbours. 

These were a farm, Fife Council, and the Golf Club. 
8. It was also notified to Leslie Community Council. 
9. What happened next is amazing… 
10. Three officers of the CC agreed with the application and so cancelled CC meetings for the 

rest of the year. Three other members of the CC requested a meeting and were refused – 
contrary to operation of CC’s. They complained to Fife Council and were ignored. So the 
CC members began the petition. The CC failed to file a comment.  

11. The Golf Club offered support for the application. However, they have a loan from the 
Quarry operator where one of the loan conditions is that the club and its members support 
any planning applications made by the quarry. 

12. The farmer supported it, but he receives rent from the quarry for the use of some of his land. 
13. The quarry operator organised a letter writing campaign in favour of the application and 

over 100 of their employees, suppliers, etc wrote in favour. 
14. The village of Leslie slept sound in our beds, unaware of the dark cloud looming. 
15. The vote came, the Area Committee Chair excused herself from the vote because she has 

connections to the company, but her husband remained and informed the Area Committee 
that the lack of comment from the CC counted as a vote in favour by the CC. Regarding the 
petition he also said, “Some people will sign anything.” and discarded it. He also voted in 
favour of the application. The vote tied, 5 all, and the temporary Chair used his casting vote 
to approve the application. 

16. So, that must be why they are blasting. 
17. NO. They are using a clause from an earlier permission that states, “No blasting will take 

place on the site unless with the prior approval in writing of Fife Council.” 
18. So they wrote to Fife Council and said they want to blast, and FC said ok. 
19. Except the first blast which they did with no notice to FC, but FC decided to let them off 

with that. Since then we have an average of one blast a week, sometimes two, whenever the 
quarry operator wants. 

20. To this day they have not implemented the 2009 planning consent – they hardly need to if 
FC let them blast anyway.  

21. Lomond Quarry Action Group formed in August last year. 
22. About the action group. 
23. Now over 160 members – normal people, retired, elderly, young with families,  
24. Within 6 weeks threatening letter from Quarry operator’s solicitor. 



25. Contacted FoE, Planning Democracy, Frances McCartney, Planning Aid for Scotland, 
RSPB, HSE, SEPA, Police Wildlife Officer, Bat Protection League, Napier Uni, Local 
press, BBC, National Press (Daily Record), 

26. We teach people how to object. 
27. Inform people of planning applications. 
28. Attend pre-application consultation. 
29. Show people how to complain effectively through all the stages. 
30. Have appointed a solicitor. 
31. Applied for legal aid – Fife Council objected because Yvonne was ‘not affected’ in their 

view. 
32. Enlisted the support of some of our local councillors, MSPs, and MP. 
33. Monitor each blast using a Vibrock machine. 
34. Monitoring operations.  
35. Documenting transgressions. 
36. Count lorries. Bill English anecdote. 
37. Produce fliers and info sheets. 
38. Have our own website – lomondquarryactiongroup.co.uk  
39. Have our own YouTube channel.  
40. Taking aerial photos of the quarry. 
41. Have a dedicated mobile phone. 
42. We hold weekly meetings. 
43. We sell cakes! My wife has a special talent with Millionaire’s Shortbread, and our Chair 

makes a mean Lemon Drizzle Cake!  
44. Some history on the quarry:  
45. Permitted operation from 8am, start anytime from 6am, fill lorries and send them out in 

convoys at 8am. 
46. 2005 application to start earlier – refused by Area Committee but still not enforced by 

planning enforcement.  
47. Eddy Thomson. 
48. They have now applied for permission to operate from 7am instead of the current permitted 

start time of 8am. 
49. Planning application & FC permission both describe a maximum 516 HGV movements per 

week, FC never monitored. LQAG have monitored and after 3 days counted over 570 
vehicle movements. 

50. Quarry operate a Cement Batching plant without planning permission, FC say not necessary 
as it is ancillary operation. LQAG monitoring shows nearly 40% of vehicle movements are 
cement. 

51. Section 75 and 96 agreements in place regarding road repairs and the apportionment of costs 
to be borne by the quarry operator. In ten years Quarry has paid nothing towards road 
maintenance. 

52. Operation in Falkirk –reputation for consistently ignoring conditions.  
53. Let RH have the final word in a letter to my MP Lindsay Roy, “Mr Wincott has even set out 

in detail the process of [objecting] complaining to planning enforcement, then submitting a 
formal customer complaint and then formally appealing to myself as Chief Executive so that 
the matter can then be referred to the SPSO.” 


